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J Qurﬁey Down Surplus Street :

The Delano Farm

By DEBORA BABIN KATZ

Last week in this series, we visited one of
Duxbury’s few remaining half houses built on
improved land which was once part of a much

"’S;] larger farm owned by John
ijtS‘;' Delano. He was a direct de-
2L scendent ot Jonathan Delano
who camc to the Surplus Street arca
i around 1701 and cstablished the
Delano farm. Over the next two and half cen-
turies, his large tract of land on both the north
and south sides of Surplus Street would pass
through many Delano family members, and nu-
merous divisions of land and exchanges of
house lots would occur. A pathway can border
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1833 map showing Delano Farms

Courtesy of David Corey

on more than just cow pasturcs and orchards. It
can touch the lives of those that tilled its surround-
ing soil, and mect the nceds of many while shap-
ing the history of both the town and country,

continued on page 26
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Journey Down Surplus Street: Part VI

centinued from page one

The Delano Faim
135, 153, 184
Surplus Street

When Elcanor Prince was a
teenager her gruandparcnts,
Harvey Reynolds and Cora
Delano Reynolds, celebrated
their S0* wedding anniversary
at the family’s homestead ot
184 Surplus Strect, 1t was the
year 1940, and their cleven sur-
viving children were preseat ko
honor their parents.

Cora Delano Reynolds was
born and raised on Surplus
Strect. This was her farm, her
homeland, where she hid given
birth 1o twelve of her thirteen
children in the small borning
room off the Kitchen,  Coras,
herscll, was bom on the farm
back in 1867. Her father, John
Delano Jr., a fisherman and
favmer, was also born here, us
was her grandCather and other
Delano reliatives,

Cora et her future hus-
band on the train, which pusscd
through the arca more than
twelve times o day. She, like
most  young women of
Duxbury, enjuyed shopping in
down town Plymouth and
would lake the teain there regu-
larly. Harvey Reynolds was the
conductor who fell in love with
the young and beautiful Cora
Delano from Surplus Strect.
For Cora, he feeling was mu-
tual. Ver parents, John Delano
and Mary Swift Delano, were
not as pleased with her choice
of a train ¢conductor for a hus-
band, bul Harvey Reynolds
proved to be a devoted hus-
hand, loving father and indus-
Irious man.

Harvey und Cora setiled on
the Delano farm where they
would raise a very large fam-
ily. Their son, Harvey J.
Reynolds, Jr., was born in 1900
followed by Mary, Gladys,
Darius, Austin, Ella, Leslie,
Franeis, Cora, Lila, and Robert
who was the only child not born
at the farm but at Jordan Hos-
pital.  Cora and Harvey
Reynolds ad two ather chil-
dren who did not survive- John
B, who was three years ol
when he dicd of shock follow-
ing scalds, and Beatrice M. who
passed away in Augustof 1908
at the age of three months.
“They couldn®t get her formula
right,” nated Prince.

{From lett 1o right, al lop row): Harvey, Ella, Gladys, Mary,
Darlus, Harvoy Reynolds, Cora Delano Reynolds, Leslie and Robert seated In fronl.

Harvey and Cora's 50* wedding anniversary in 1940.

Lila, Cora and Auslin. (nexi row) Francis,

Photo taken on

Photer cemrtey of Eleoner Peinee

Gladys Reynolds Dwyer grew up

on the Delano/Reynalds farm and

served as an Army nurse during

Viorld War .

Plotes conntesy of Eleven Privwe

Life on the farm was very
busy for the Family, including
the children. Gladys Reynolds
Dwyer deseribed her childhood
routine as going to school and
returning hone o dothe chores

on the farm. Howsehold dutics
and farm work was usually di-
vided up among the children
based on their age and ability.
“The girls would often have the
house chores such as making
beds, mending clothes and
cooking. On the Delano farm,
Mary Reynolds made all the
family’s clothing, no small task
for a family of thirtcen. The
boys would be in charge of
gathering wonul for the hearths,
and taking care of the Farm ani.
by such as hones, cows and
pigs.

“Horses were i heavy chore,
with weckly grooming and stall
cleaning, and wagons and har-
niesses to be kept in condition,”
noted the Reverend Robert E.

135 Surplus Slreel was once (he homestead of Luther Delano in 195.
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Phuster by Shelly Babin

Menvy inthe Dinbury Book, As
a teenager, Merry recalled his
chore of chopping hindling for
the kitchen stove as (he 5:30
coninutet train from Boston
rolled through town, “A cloud
of steam would hang above it
as it passed the John Alden
House and crossed the meadow
and the Bluefish River marsh™
headed for Duxbury Station.

Although Reynolds worked
as the train conductor, he
supplemented his income by
prowing vegetables and sclling
them to Duxbury’s summer
residents. 1lis daughier Gladys.
who became an anny nurse in
Waorld War 1, recalled helping
her father deliver his vegetabiles
whcn she was a young girl. His
vegetable business wus areflec.
tion of the general cconomy
and limes. As the population in
America continued to risc. so
to0o did the number of vegetable
growers,

[n addition, small fruit was
sold along side the fresh veg-
ctables. “Immense quantities of
apples. especially those from
minor orchards on general
farms, wenl into cider and vin-
cgar, or o canneries andevapo-
ritors who prepared dried
apples for the hotel ad grocery
trade.” said author Howard S.
Rusaell in his book “A Lang,
Deep Furrow: Three centuries
of Farming in New Eagland.”
The older children and wonten
of the fanm still sliced and dricd
apples in the kitchen on hang-
ing strings around the fire. “A
tedious job.” noted Russell.

The Delano/Reynokls farm
also included a large orchard.
A phototaken in the carly years
of Cora and Harvey's marriage
shows the couple sitting with
several of their young children,
a baby on Cora's lap, in the
family orchard, “This picture

wits the secomd one Liken. .o
cow had wamdered into the or-
clard behind the family ., ol
s Cora deninded the Funily
get back into their Sunday
clothes and setake the photo-
minus the cow.” Lghed
Prince.

In the carly decdes of the

John Detanoinherited his family's
farm on Surplus Sireet
Photo by Debena Kat:

19008, a disproportionate
amotnt of Birm work fell o the
women of the homesteads.
Often the farm wife added ad-
ditional work to hee already
heavy responsibifitics in an ef-
Font to ratine ecedded inceme dus-
ing tough times, She might in
crvase the Favn ponltey raising
or hutter making ctlonis, or do
sdehitional g i elass s
1o sell 1o winter mankets, 0L
inthe effort w imd o livelibood.
(e farm advertised Tor sunime
visitors, s mny did. she toiled
through the Bot nienths tosene
them fresh biscuits and straw -
herry shorteake, while she
coped with the mountains of
washing.” suid Russell.

Cora Delano must have kept
very husy with the house and
farm tasks along with raising
cleven chitdren,  She, like so
many women of her time, was
greatly helped by a few “nwsd-
em” conveniences,  The iron
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cook stove replaced the fire-
place und brick oven, and
proved 1o be a ar better way 1o
prepare the Gamily's meals and
heit the kitehen during the cold
winter months, The ice chest
wats stlso introduced o this lime,
“often kept cold by ice from i
pandon the arm,” suid Russell,
In addition, the invention of
nichinery for haying o har-
derably reduced
the number of needed laborers,
which the Girm wile ofien luad
to feed.

Far all these modern inven-
tions, however, ane factor in the
first theee deciades of the 19005
oflsel the farm wife™s lighter
load. A new trend was sech in
which farmers® daughters be-
gan to leave the homestead.
‘The daughters often sought in-
dependence from their families.
As one woman noted (o the
Vermont Board of Agricullure
in 1896, 10 explain this new
phenomenon: “if she has o let-
ter t miil she doesa’t lave to

vesting con

The Delano Farm

Wellesley.  Eleanor Prince’s
mather, s, wenl to NUY.
where she became a buby
nurse, returning later 1o Ply-
mouth with the Steen Funily 1o
care for their baby,

Giladys also sought indepen-
dence but in o different way
tham her sisters. She went w0
stay with her sister Corn and
antend nunsing sclioo] at the St
Vincent School of Nursing,
later joining the army and re-
guesting overseas duty in
World Wur |,

There were other Delano
family members living on the
land that was originally part of
Jonathun Delano’s extensive
farm along Surplus Street. In
1795, Ebenezer Delano, the son
ol Jonathun, gave his son
Luther one acre and a house
now 135 Surplus Street (sce
photo). Luther was married to
Irene Sinpson, the daughter of
Amos Sampson. Unfortu-
nately, Ireire gave birth to only
one son who was a stillborn,
They lived in this hall cape un-

135 Surplus

Photo civca 1900, Courtesy of David and Ruthy Pyie

18 umlnsSlreet was ance Ih
Reynatds family.

Plote by Shelly Bubin

the United Suutes, down from
the 69 percent of furm labor in
1840 when John Deluno Jr.,
Glady's grandfiather, tilled this
soil.  That same year he pur-
chased from his father for $500,
the homestead fanm, outbuild-
ings, two wood lots, and i par-
cel of English mesdow.

Hle wis the son of John

Detane and Sally Sampson
Delino, wnd was already mar-
ricd 0 Mary Swilt and raising
his own Fmily here on Surplus
Street wlien he took over the
farm,
Historically, the period be-
tween 1825 and 1860, when
John Delano, Jr. worked the
farm, was i healthy, if not pros-
pervus period for New England
farmens. The four ingredients
responsible for this farming
SUCCesS SIOrY Were i surge in
transportation expansion; con-
siderable advances in educa-
tion; the use of improved equip-
ment, amd the amazing growth
of hoth industey sk popula-
tion,

In 1840, the country’s
population was over 17 million
compared 10 § million in 1800

wk Pa for two cents, and she
doesn’t want to be obliged 10
eise Tor i new diess, lat, o
shows,”

The Reynolds' daughters
also sought their independence
at i young age. By the time
they were ubout 14 years old,
they left the farmbouse to work
for several Duxbury summer
residents, Anarmgentent was
made between the caploying
family and Cora and Harvey
Reynokds inwhich theie dingh-
ter wonld leave with the |
ily intte fallw e L the e
dren in exchange For room ad
hoard, antd most importantly,
geaduation from a local high
school, noted Prince. One
danghter, Cora Reynolds
worked Jor o summer resident
from Waorcester and went (o live
there, eventuatly mecting hier
uture Tusband and settling in
the area. Her sister Liki went to
work for a family from

13l Luther diedin 1811, and the
house along with a 1/4 acre
went (o the towa which §uther
had decbed o in 18D, presum-
ably for buck taxes owed. Ac-
cording (o the Town Meeting
Wiirvand, (lie town voted to have
the selectmen sell the propenty
by public sale. Irenc went (o
live in the Almshouse, located
an Depot Street, just down the
road from her former home-
stead,

Nathaniel Delano Jr. resided
innthe fusise it is currently the
Cape Conlddwellmg at 133 Sur-
plus Street. (See photo) From
wap reseiteeh, we know his son
Hiram, 2 blacksmith, later lived
in the house with his wile
Betsey Holmes Detuno and
thwir five children. Eventually
the property passed on to their
son, Hicam Thomas, and re-
mained in the Detano Gamily
until alimost 1920,

By 1900, farmers nide up
38 percent of the work force in

when John Delano Je's father
worked the Tamily Giem, The
railroad systems provided 2
new means for transporting
gouds, and along with the rapid
inceease in industry, greatly
impacted the Firming business.
One Massachuselts gazelle
wriler in 1846 noted how hard
the farmers were working to
meet the demands in fuctory
viltages for their produce.

It is important to note the
two wood lots Juhn Jr. received
froum his Gthier, As with vep-
clables, pouliry, ceps amd beet,
wood was another sought after
comauxlity. By 1848, thou-
sinds upon theusands of cords
of woud were nsed o power the
locomatives, and many more
millions of conds were depleted
for domestic purposes, “Boston
alone bought 120,000 cords in
1825, one sixth from nearhy
farms, the rest by sea from
Muaine,” noted Russell. Ship-

builders up und down the coast
of New England paid cash for
oak and hard pine knees, A
farmer could expect to receive
ahefty 50 dollars for a fine pas-
ture of oak, and stifl be left with
all the branches for his own
needs. However, as Henry
David Thoreau once com-
meated, “some farmers were
not to be persuaded o part with

Point areas. “Neighbors and
friends would go into his barn
and help themselves to the
cggs; there was a box to drop
the money into and it was all
done on the honor system, It
cost 25 cents for a dozen of
eges, and you were expected to
bring back the empty box,” re-
called Jeanne Clark, o long-
tite Surplus Street resident,

153 Surplus Street was ence pari of the Defano farm where Nathariel
Delano resided in the early 1800s.

Ploto censtesy of Don Fenter

a fine pasture of vak for mere
money.”

In 1950, after Cora and
Harvey Reynolds passed away.
their son Hurvey Ir. becamie the
owner of the homestead and
farm, at 184 Surplus Street, af-
ter he bouglt out his siblings’
shares in the property, He de-
cided to change the furm over
inte a pouliry farm noted
Prince. He brought his cggs o
Brockton, and also sold them in
Ure Stamelish Shoav s Sfowder

Today. the Delano/Reynokds
farm is remembered theough
tlee historical buildings left be-
hind, the few surviving trees
that were once pant of a large
orchard, and two newer paths
called Reynolds Way and
Christmas ‘Tree Way,

Next in onr series, we will
vixit two historical heases and
Iearn about the Westons whose
livelihood depended on the sea
ax we journey down Surplny
Strvet,
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